Hercules Middle School
Course Syllabus

TEACHER: 	Mr. Joseph Glatzer; M512; 510-231-1429, extension: 25182
E-mail:      	joseph.glatzer@wccusd.net 
Website: 	https://www.wccusd.net/Page/14550

COURSE:	History 7: The Medieval World and Beyond
YEAR:  	Fall 2021 – Spring 2022

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The 7th grade year is a study of world history and geography during the medieval and early modern eras. Students study the development and changes of complex civilizations. They identify and explore the similarities and patterns of these civilizations. Emphasis is placed on the fact that many of the civilizations developed concurrently and impacted each other. All units include an examination of the impact of religion, economics, politics, and social history on the medieval and early modern eras. The Five Themes of Geography (location, movement, region, place, and human-environmental interaction) are woven into all the units, with an emphasis on how geography affected the development of these civilizations.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT/NOTIFICATION: Parental involvement is key to a student’s success. Classroom visits and volunteering (arranged with teacher ahead of time) are very welcome (unfortunately on hold for now). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Checking PowerSchool frequently or asking me for an update are the best ways to check your child’s progress. With 150+ students, I am not able to notify each individual student’s family when grades go up or down. Also, please closely scrutinize report cards and progress reports for indications of progress.

Signing up for Remind (messaging system to make parents/guardians aware of homework assignments   and test dates & for parent/teacher communication) is HIGHLY ENCOURAGED and is worth 10 points.

Poor attendance, excessive tardies, inappropriate behavior and declining academic performance may result in parent notification.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: The class goals and objectives are based on the CA Standards for History-Social Science and the Common Core Reading Standards for Literacy in History. These will be used as a performance based model to measure student learning.

TEXTBOOK: History Alive: The Medieval World and Beyond by the Teachers Curriculum Institute. TCI   copyright 2005

MATERIALS REQUIRED EVERY DAY:

1. Laptop w/charger 
2. Textbook 
3. Pencils			
4. Erasers
5. Binder Paper or notebook: college ruled
6. Ruler
7. Pencil sharpener
8. Colored Pencils (upon teacher request)                                   
*students are expected to bring all their own materials on a daily basis; not rely on classmates or the teacher.



GRADING SCALE
School-wide scale:	90+ = A     80-89 = B      70-79 = C     60-69 = D      59 and below = F

Excellent class participation can lead to your grade being bumped up if you’re on the edge.

ASSESSMENTS: Most tests have 10 questions and are worth 20 points. Tests will be on the computers.

CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK:
1. Aside from certain projects and activities, all assignments and tests are done on the laptops on Google Classroom.
2. Students will be given significant time to start most homework during class.
3. Late homework is marked down one letter grade if it’s turned in the same week. After that it is marked down two letter grades (unless due to excused absence or tardy).
4. Classwork (such as Nearpod) must be completed during class, but if absent the student will be excused.
5. There is one Extra Credit essay (worth 10 points) per quarter. 
6. The grades are not weighted. 1 point from a test is worth the same as 1 point from homework.

ESSAY WRITING RUBRIC:  The writing rubric used in the English Dept. will apply.

PARTICIPATION:
Passive Participation: Some students are quiet and shy by nature; however, they can still show active participation by being prepared with materials for class, body language/posture, and other non-verbal signs.
Active Participation: Some students are not shy and are eager to be actively involved in class activities such as discussions, answering questions and leading group work projects. 

TARDIES: Students arriving late to class risk missing valuable teacher instruction and time to get their work done. This leads to the student having more homework. Tardies may also result in detentions and/or calls home.
                                        
ABSENCES: Each student is responsible for getting the work they missed while they were absent. Excessive absences can negatively affect a student’s grade, which may include being dropped from course after 15 absences in a Semester (school-wide policy).

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM:
Cheating/Plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment. Copy and pasting answers from the internet or the online textbook is considered cheating/plagiarism. All work must be typed/written by the student themselves.

CLASS RULES:
In addition to the school rules/norms stated in the Student Agenda, the following rules also apply:
1. Kindness and courtesy is the theme in my classroom. This is a “yes sir/no sir, yes mam/no mam” environment for the kids and the teacher.
2. Come to class prepared to learn and contribute to the learning experience.
3. Do the right thing at the right time, and be responsible and accountable for your actions.








Hercules Middle School 
Course Syllabus: PARENTAL REVIEW CONFIRMATION
PLEASE FILL OUT AND TURN IN THIS PAGE ONLY

COURSE:	History 7:  The Medieval World and Beyond
YEAR:  	2020-2021
TEACHER: 	Mr. Joseph Glatzer

Student (print name): _______________________________   Period _____ 

I am willing to possibly volunteer in some capacity for the class this year (probably not in person): YES or NO

Mr. Glatzer, my child: ______________________________ is in your Period _____ class.  I have read and reviewed this Course Syllabus with my child.

Parent/Guardian (signature): _____________________________	Date: ___________

Parent/Guardian 1 Contact Information: 

			Print Name: ________________________________________
	
			Relationship to student: _______________________________
			
Home Phone: ___________________________________

Work Phone: _______________________________________

			Cell Phone: _____________________________________

			E-mail: ___________________________________

Parent/Guardian 2 Contact Information: 

			Print Name: ________________________________________
	
			Relationship to student: _______________________________
			
Home Phone: ___________________________________

Work Phone: _______________________________________

			Cell Phone: _____________________________________

			E-mail: ___________________________________
